
CITY OF CARLOS 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Meeting: Monthly Council Meeting 

Date: June 11, 2026 

Attendance: Mayor Ronna Berghoff, Council members Jon Trenne, Damon Bullock, James Young and Wesley Wright. 

Colten Steidl with the CFD, Kalin Hacker Public Works, Jared Voge with Bolten & Menk, Brian Moening, Jackie 

Dokken Deputy Clerk, Teresa Zwieg and Derek and Thomas Virkus. Meeting was available in person and via Zoom 

Participants via Zoom: Justin Kurtz. 

‘Where: City Hall — 109 1st St W, Carlos, MN 56319 

e Call to Order 
Mayor Ronna Berghoff called the Regular Council Meeting to order at 7:00pm 

® Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited at 7:00pm 

e Oath of Office 
‘Wesley Wright took the Oath of Office and was sworn in as a City Council Member. 

e Approval of Minutes 

Damon Bullock made a motion to approve the May 14, 2026, City Council Meeting Minutes. Jon Trenne 

seconded the motion. All Ayes. Motion carried. 

e Public Forum and Correspondence 

a. Thomas and Derek Virkus — Thomas and Derek Virkus addressed the Council regarding their utility 
account and requested a credit for water and sewer charges from December 2025 to the present. The 
property's water service was turned on at the curb stop; however, the water was shut off within the 

home due to numerous broken pipes. The property owners explained that repairs could not be 
completed prior to winter and that work would begin to restore the plumbing system and determine 
the source of any leaks. 

Jon Trenne made a motion to approve a credit to the utility account. Damon Bullock seconded the 
motion. All Ayes. Motion carried. 

e Reports of Officers, Boards, and Committees 

a. City Treasurer Report 
JUNE TREASURER REPORT 

MAY 31Balance City Checking Account: $227,662.23 
MAY 31Balance Saving Account at First Western: $458,210.65 

MAY 31Balance MPFA Debt Service Fund: $ 60,448.79 

MAY 31 Bal CD#1242780 (Matures 10/19/26): $218,414.99 

MAY 31Balance ON CD (Matures 7/15/26 3.76%) $305,091.01 

MAY 31Balance ON Saving Account: $199.711.45 

Total City of Carlos Assets as of MAY 31%: $1,469,539.12 

MAY 31 CFD Saving Account: $157,727.71 

MAY 31 Outstanding Checks $ 1.611.94 
TOTAL BALANCE $1,625,654.89



Receipts for MAY totaled: $38,560.85 Disbursements for MAY totaled: $71,72875 

JUNE 2026 CLAIMS 3187-3216 and check #12404-12438 

Date Vendor Claim# | Check# | Amount 
6/12/2026 Stanley Niblett Payroll | 12404 

6/12/2026 Steven Niblett Payroll | 12405 

6/12/2026 Ted Niblett Payroll | 12406 

6/12/2026 Adam Pitcher Payroll | 12407 

6/12/2026 Hunter Svee Payroll | 12408 

6/12/2026 Ace Hardware 3187 12409 $73.64 

6/12/2026 Alex Irrigation & Landscaping 3188 12410 $612.24 

6/12/2026 Alex Rubbish 3189 12411 $125.79 

6/12/2026 Alexandria Technical College 3190 12412 $890.60 

6/12/2026 Calibrations & Controls 3191 12413 $997.50 

6/12/2026 Auto Value Parts 3192 12414 $447.08 

6/12/2026 AW Research Laboratories, Inc 3193 12415 $386.00 

6/12/2026 Bolten & Menk 3194 12416 $236.00 

6/12/2026 Brother’s Market Stores 3195 12417 $396.51 

6/12/2026 D&D Distributing and Mfg 3196 12418 $275.16 

6/12/2026 Donna Eveslage 3197 12419 $73.77 

6/12/2026 Donna Eveslage 3198 12420 $425.00 

6/12/2026 Donna Eveslage 3199 12421 $45.56 

6/12/2026 Douglas Cty Demolition Landfill 3200 12422 $660.00 

6/12/2026 Douglas Public Works 3201 12423 $133.91 

6/12/2026 Douglas County Sheriff’s Office 3202 12424 $928.20 

6/12/2026 Ellingson’s Plumbing & Heating 3203 12425 $335.27 

6/12/2026 Fortwengler Electric, Inc 3204 12426 $391.97 

6/12/2026 Gopher State On-Call 3205 12427 $10.80 

6/12/2026 Hawkins 3206 12428 $940.37 

6/12/2026 IUOE Local #70 3207 12429 $213.00 

6/12/2026 Kalin Hacker 3208 12430 $207.35 

6/12/2026 Lakes Area CPA’s LTD 3209 12431 $11,632.20 

6/12/2026 Menards 3210 12432 $29.99 

6/12/2026 MN Department of Health 3211 12433 $867.00 

6/12/2026 Precision IT Solutions, Inc 3212 12434 $1330.00 

6/12/2026 Region 3 MCFOA 3213 12435 $30.00 

6/12/2026 Thornton, Dolan, Bowen, Klecker, 3214 12436 $52.50 

Burkhammer 

6/12/2026 Tim Sukke 3215 12437 $1925.00 

6/12/2026 Zwieg’s Service 3216 12438 $770.00 

TOTAL $25,442.41 

The May Treasurer's Report contained two corrections: (1) the MPFA balance was corrected to 
$49,761.10 from $47,761.10, and (2) Check #12383/Claim #3166 was voided. Jon Trenne made a 

motion to approve the corrected May Treasurer's Report. James Young seconded the motion. All 
ayes. Motion carried. 

Council conducted a review of the June Treasurer's Report, including account balances, 

disbursements, and checks issued. Damon Bullock made a motion to approve the June Treasurer's 
Report and Claims #3187 through #3216. Jon Trenne seconded the motion. All ayes. Motion carried.



b. Fire Department Report: Fire Chief Colten Steidl 

CARLOS FIRE DEPT. CALL LOG MAY 2026 

City of Belle Carlos Alex Mutual 

fii River | Township | Township Aid TOTALS | Weather 

MEDICAL 5 2 7 1 0 15 

FIRE 0 2 0 0 0 2 
RESCUE 

A reminder was provided regarding the upcoming Carlos Street Dance. 

The department reported that four firefighters will require new structural turnout gear. The estimated 

cost is approximately $16,000 for four sets of gear. 

An update was provided on the old Carlos Fund accounts. The department continues to work on 

consolidating the accounts, which include multiple certificates of deposit with varying maturity dates 
that roll into other accounts. Once the consolidation process is complete, the remaining funds will be 
transferred to the Relief Association Fund. 

c. Engineer’s Report: Jared Voge and Mitchell Lease 

An update was provided on the 2026 Seal Coat Improvement Project. Bolton & Menk contacted 

Asphalt Surface Technologies Corp. regarding the project schedule. The contractor anticipates 
completing the seal coat work in July or August. 

Lakes Area Excavating is scheduled to begin work on the Alley Improvement Project on Tuesday, 
June 16, 2026. 

An update was provided on the Lead Service Line Inventory. Public Works Supervisor Kalin Hacker 

has completed the homeowner-side inspections. The inventory is required to be submitted by June 30, 
2026, and Bolton & Menk will submit the completed inventory on behalf of the city. Completion of 
the inventory is necessary to qualify for the Galvanized Service Line Replacement Identification 

Program (IDP). 

d. Public Work Report: Kalin Hacker & Justin Kurtz 

Justin Kurtz reported that the second-quarter raw influent wastewater sample was collected and 

submitted to the laboratory. Staff is preparing to discharge the wastewater ponds; however, initial 

phosphorus testing results were elevated. A second sample was collected and showed even higher 

phosphorus levels. Staff consulted with the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) and 

Minnesota Rural Water Association regarding the issue, which may be attributed to a large flock of 

geese frequenting the ponds. The MPCA authorized the city to proceed with discharge, which is 

scheduled to begin on June 21, 2026. 

Justin discussed the Diamond Maps application, which can be used to locate and map infrastructure 

such as manholes, curb stops, and gate valves. The program also allows contractors, including 

Johnson Jet-Line, to upload photographs and related information. The annual cost is approximately 

$340 and is shared between departments. The Council expressed interest in learning more, and Justin 

offered to provide a demonstration at a future meeting. 

Staff discussed options for deterring geese from wastewater ponds, including the use of coyote 

decoys. A nuisance permit has also been requested from the Minnesota Department of Natural 

Resources (DNR) should additional measures become necessary. 

Staff reported that three dead trees have been identified in the park and are being removed. Steidl's 

Tree Service will be contacted regarding stump removal. 

An update was provided on the brush pile. Improper materials, including decking and furniture, have 

recently been deposited at the site. Discussion was held regarding installing a gate to control access.



Options included issuing keys through the city office or installing a powered gate with keypad or key- 

fob access. Staff will obtain pricing information for these options and report back to the Council. 

* Local contractors have inquired whether the city would consider installing a water filling station for 

bulk water access. The Council discussed the request and determined not to pursue the project at this 

time due to anticipated costs. 

Our city engineer recommended that this is not a great idea to use the emergency well as filling 

station. This could open for the possibility of contamination following back into the well. 

e Staff reported a vacant vehicle located along County Road 9 and a pickup truck with a pontoon 

parked on Main Street. Kalin will coordinate with the Douglas County Sheriff's Office regarding 
these matters. 

Clerk’s Report: Donna Eveslage 

e Utility Billing - Utility bills were mailed on June 5, 2026. Included with the bills was a notice 
informing residents that the 2025 Consumer Confidence Report (CCR) is available for review on the 
city website or by requesting a printed copy from the city office. Residents were also reminded that 

Dog and Cat Applications, along with current vaccination records, must be submitted to the City 
office in accordance with City ordinance. 

There are currently ten utility accounts with past-due balances. Follow-up notices will be sent to those 

account holders next week. 

e Created a Code of Enforcement Policy A Draft Code Enforcement Policy has been completed. The 

Council directed staff to submit the policy to the City Attorney for review. 

e Training Staff attended a training session in Osakis on June 10, 2026. Topics included the property 

assessment process, budget development and financing, and Minnesota sales and use tax requirements and 

applications. 

o Elections - Election judges will be required to complete reimbursement forms to receive payment for their 

services. The city will also provide lunch and dinner for election judges during both elections. 

It was noted that Resolution 2026-11, Appointing Election Judges for the 2026 Elections, contained an error 

and required revision. Jon Trenne made a motion to approve the revised Resolution 2026-11. Damon 

Bullock seconded the motion. All ayes. Motion carried. 

Sheriff’s Log — no concerns 

Ball Park Committee Report — Kalin Hacker 

o Ball filed had another leak in the irrigation, which was fixed. 

e Encourage ball field organizations to do some cleanup and maintenance around the ball field. 

e Old Business 
a. New Fire Hall Update — An update was provided on the proposed new fire hall project. The project is 

expected to be placed on the November 2026 ballot for voter consideration. The Joint Powers Agreement 
(JPA) Board anticipates advertising for bids in late June or early July. 

Discussion was held to educate the public on the proposed project and funding structure. It was noted 
that, without voter approval, the JPA expressed concerns that obtaining annual financial contributions 
from Carlos Township could become an ongoing challenge. 

Nuisance Properties/Citizen Complaints — send letter to 10 Carlos to mow inside fence. Asked council 
to help with identifying problem properties. 
Housing and Rental Housing Maintenance Code — Council agreed that a few council members review 

and come back with recommendations. Jon Trenne and Damon Bullock will assist with this. 

e New Business 

a. 

b. 

Adopting a Code Enforcement Policy for the City of Carlos — was tabled, council asked that I send this to 
the attorney for review. 
Appointment of Election Judges for the November 3, 2026, General — Council considered Resolution but



with the suggested changes. Resolution No, 2026-11 Appointing Election Judges for 2026 Elections. Council 
Member Damon Bullock moved to adopt the resolution appointing Darla Barker as Head Election Judge and 

the listed individuals as Election Judges. Motion was seconded by Council Member James Young. All ayes. 
Motion carried. 

¢ Resolution 2026-09 Accepting a Contribution for the City of Carlos — for $25,000 for the City of Carlos. 
Damon Bullock made a motion to approve the revised Resolution 2026-09. James Young seconded the motion. 

All ayes. Motion carried. Suggested new park equipment 

d. Resolution 2026-10 Accepting a Contribution for the City of Carlos Fire Department — for $5000 for the 
Carlos Fire Department. Damon Bullock made a motion to approve the revised Resolution 2026-10. James 

Young seconded the motion. All ayes. Motion carried. 

e Miscellaneous — 

a. Jon Trenne had question about the ballfield parking lot and promoting growth with the city. Who owns 
that? Could the city consider dividing this out into four more residential homes. 

e Reminder of Upcoming Events 

a. Council members were reminded to leave their computers powered on and plugged in for scheduled 
updates with Precision IT on June 12th, 2026. 

e Adjournment 

a. Motion: Jon Trenne made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Second: Damon Bullock. All Ayes. Motioned 
carried. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:52PM 

Notes completed by: Donna Eveslage


